HANKS. EPHRAIM KNOWLTON (son of Benjamin Hanks 
and Martha Knowlton). Born March 21, 1826, Madison Lake 
Co., Ohio. Came to Utah July 29, 1847, James Brown contin- 
gent Mormon Battalion, Company B. 


Married Harriet Amelia Decker (Little) Sept. 22, 1848, who 


was Dorm March 13, 1826, and came to Utah Oct. 5, 1847. 
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Their children: Ephraim Marcelles b. June 21, 1849; Marcia 

Amelia b. July 3, 1851; O. Alvarus b. Sept. 15, 1853; Harriet 

Page b. Feb. 25, 1856; Clara Vilate b. July 10, 1858; Charles 

Decker b. Dec. 22, 1860; Perry Isaac b. Jan. 20, 1863. Family 
ome, Salt Lake City. 

(f) Harriet Amelia Decker was the widow of Edwin S. Little, 
who died shortly after leaving Nauvoo. They had one 
child: George Edwin b. Aug. 6, 1844, who came to Utah with 

GT mother. 


Married Jane Maria Capener March 27, 1856, Salt Lake 


City aughter o illiam Capener and Sarah Verander of 

London, Eng. pioneers Oct. 2, 1852, Isaac Bullock com- EPHRAIM KNOWLTON nie 
pany). She was born Oct. 16, 1810, Dry Brook, Ulster torn March 21 [p vn PON i 
county, N. Y. Their children: William Albert C. b. Feb. 17, Oblo- amete Utm du $9. ed s 
1859, m. Eunice L. Murdock; Alice Maria b. Jan. 15, 1861, mon Battalion, Patriarch. ` 4517, Mor- 


m. Moroni S. Me^ffee; Sarah Elizabeth b. March 10, 1853, m. 
Ethan Leonard Brown; Ephraim Knowlton b. May 18, 1865, 
m. Lottie Jiarley; George Augustus b. Jan. 3, 1868, m. 
Malissa Merrell, m. Bessie Johns; David C. b. March 5, 1870, 
m. Mary Baum; Louisa Rebecca b. June 27, 1872, m. George 
W. Lowe. 

Jane Maria Capener (Hanks) married Joseph E. Taylor. 
Their children; Jane, m. George Alexander; Margret Wicks, 
m. Fred Clulf. 

/3) Married Thisbe Quilly Read April 6, 1862 (daughter of 
Samucl and Georgiana Read), who was born April 26, 1817, 
London, Eng., and came to Utah with Daniel Tyler handcart 
company. 小 heir children: Ella M. b. Nov. 3, 1863, died; Wal- 
ter Ernest b. June 19, 1865, m. Mary E. Stewart April 15, 
1887; Martha Georgiana b. Aug. 20, 1867, m. Daniel Allen 
March 20, 1886; Amy Alicia b. Jan. 29, 1870, m. John Giles 
Dec. 21, 1887; Thisbe b. March 28, 1872, m. Samuel Allen 
Oct. 27, 1892; Knowlton b. Jan. 26, 1874, died; Sidney Alvarus 
b. April 4, 1875, m. Martha Hubber; Ray Elijah b. Aug. 24, 
1877, d. Sept. 3, 1910; Lillie Maria b. Aug. 2, 1879, m. James 
Wodscow; Arthur Eugene b. May 14, 1882, m. Mattie Little; 
Nettie May b. Nov. 8, 1884, m. Henry Giles; Clara Ellen b. 
Aug. 9, 1888, m. Robert Kittley. 

Assisted in bringing immigrants to Utah. First counselor 
to Bishop Henry Giles of Blue Valley ward; patriarch. Mail 
carrier in early days. Died in Grass Valley, Utah. 
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Their children: Ephraim Marcelles b. June 21, 1849; Marcia 
Amelia b. July 3, 1861; O. Alvarus b. Sept. 15, 1863; Harriet 
Page b. Peb. 25, 1856; Clara Vilnte b. July 10, 1858; Charles 
Decker b. Dec. 22, 1860; Perry Isaac b. Jan. 20, 1863. Family 
home, Salt Lake City. 

Harriet Amelia Decker was tho widow of Edwin S. Little, 
who died shortly after leaving Nauvoo. They had one 
child: George Edwin b. Aug. 6, 1844, who came to Utah with 
his mother. 

Married Jane Maria Capener March 27, 1856, Salt Lake 
City (daughter of William Capener nnd Sarah Verander of 
London, Eng, pioneers Oct. 2, 1852, Isaac Bullock com- 
pany). She was born Oct. 16, 1840, Dry Brook, Ulster 
county, N. Y. Their children; William Albert C. b. Web. 17, 
1859, m. Eunice L, Murdock; Alice Maria b. Jan. 15, 1861, 
m. Moroni S. McAffee; Sarnh Elizabeth b. March 10, 1863, m. 
Ethan Leonard Brown; Ephraim Knowlton b. May 18, 1865, 
m. Lottie Bagley; George Augustus b. Jan. 3, 1868, m. 
Malissa Merrell, m. Bessie Johns; Dnvid C. b. March 5, 1870, 
m. Mary Baum; Louisa Rebecca b. June 27, 1872, m. George 
W. Lowe. 

Jane Marin Capener (Hanks) married Joseph E. Taylor. 
Their children: Jane, m. George Alexander; Margret Wicks, 
m. Fred Cluff. 

Married Thisbe Quilly Read April 6, 1862 (daughter of 
Samuel and Georgiana Read), who was born April 26, 1847, 
London, Eng., and came to Utah with Daniel Tyler handcart 
company. Their children: Ella M. b. Nov. 3, 1863, died; Wal- 
ter Ernest b. June 19, 1865, m. Mary E. Stewart April 15, 
1887; Martha Georgiana b. Aug. 20, 1867, m. Daniel Allen 
March 20, 1886; Amy Alicia b. Jan. 29, 1870, m. John Giles 
Dec. 21, 1887; Thisbe b. March 28, 1872, m. Samuel Allen 
Oct. 27, 1892; Knowlton b. Jan. 26, 1874, died; Sidney Alvarus 
b. April 4, 1875, m. Martha Hubber; Ray Elijah b. Aug. 24, 
1877, d. Sept. 3, 1910; Lillie Marla b. Aug. 2, 1879, m. James 
Wodscow; Arthur Eugene b. May 14, 1882, m. Mattie Little; 
Nettie May b. Nov. 8, 1884, m. Henry Giles; Clara Bilen b. 
Aug. 9, 1888, m. Robert Kittley. 

Assisted tn bringing immigrants to Utah. First counselor 
to Bishop Henry Giles of Blue Valley ward; patriarch. Mail 
carrier in early days. Died in Grass Valley, Utah. 
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Ephraim Knowlton Hanks (1826-96) 
was Ordained a seventy while living in 
Nauvoo, where he labored on the 
Nauvoo Temple. He served in the 
Mormon Battalion. After going to Utah he 
carried the United States mail between 
Salt Lake and the Missouri River, a 
distance of over twelve hundred miles. 
Ephralm crossed the plains over fifty 
times in seven years. Three years prior to 
his death he was ordained a patriarch by 
Brigham Young, Jr. 
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CHURCH HISTORY IN THE FULIN ESS OF TIMES 


When Brigham Young learned that these companies were still on t 


plains, he spoke to the Saints who had gathered for general conference. Thh 


meeting was actually held on 5 October, one day before the conferene 


officially convened. Brigham Young said: 
"The text will be, ‘to get them here.’. . . 


"I shall call upon the Bishops this day, I shall not wait until to-morrow 


nor until next day, for 60 good mule teams and 12 or 15 wagons.... 


"I will tell you all that your faith, religion, 


and profession of religion, will 


. . . | 
never save one soul of you in the celestial kingdom of our God, unless you 


carry out just such principles as I am now teaching you. Go and bring ir 


those people now on the plains."? The response was impressive. Sixteen 


wagon loads of food and supplies were quickly assembled; and on the 


morning of 7 October, sixteen good four-mule teams and twenty-seven |. 


hardy young men (known as Brigham Young's "Minute Men") headed 


eastward with the first provisions. More he 


lp was solicited and obtained 


from all parts of the territory. By the end of October, two hundred and fifty 


teams were on the road to give relief. 


Meanwhile early snows trapped the Willie Company a few miles east of 


South Pass and the Martin Company further back near the last crossing of 


the North Platte River. Relief parties finally 


found the Willie Company on 


19 October and the Martin Company nine days later. Some rescuers looking 


for the Martin Company had even turned bac 


k thinking that the immigrants 


must have found some kind of winter quarters. The Saints in both companies 


were freezing, listless, and near starvation. 


Scores of them were already 


dead, and even after help arrived, nearly a hundred more died. 


One of the first to find the desperate Martin Company was the hardy 
Ephraim Hanks, who had killed and butchered a buffalo on his way. 
Ephraim recalled, "I reached the ill-fated train just as the immigrants were 


camping for the night. The sight that met my gaze as | entered their camp 


can never be erased from my memory. The starved forms and haggard 


countenances of the poor sufferers, as they moved about slowly, shivering 


with cold, to prepare their scanty evening meal was enough to touch the 


stoutest heart. When they saw me coming, they hailed me with joy 


inexpressible, and when they further beheld the supply of fresh meat ! 


| 
brought into camp, their gratitude knew no bounds."13 | 


Bringing the suffering immigrants into the valley was difficult. Many of 


the women were widowed and the children orphaned. Several could not 


walk because of frozen feet and legs. When shoes and stockings were 


removed from the feet of fourteen-year-old Maggie Pucell and her ten-year- 
old sister Ellen, the skin came off. The dead flesh was scraped off Maggie's 
feet, but Ellen's were frozen so badly that amputation just below the knees 
was necessary. The Willie Company arrived in Salt Lake City on 
9 November, and the Martin Company dragged into the city before cheering 


Saints on 30 November. In December, memb 


ers of the independent wagon 
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Handcart companies 
Leader Crossed Plains 
t. Edmund L. Ellsworth 1856 
" 2. Daniel D. McArthur 1856 
* 8 fdward Bunker 1856 
$ — 4 James G. Willie 1856 
1 5. Bdward Martin 1856 
3 6. Israel Evans 1857 
i 7. Ghristian Christiansen 1857 
| 8. George Rowley 1859 
` g. Daniel Robinson 1860 
| 10. Oscar O. Stoddard 1860 
i 
人 
| ormon Corridor 3. * Salt Lake City 
| pomme Nerio 
b State of Deseret EJ 
.' e Nephi 
." * Manti 
Parowan, zs Fillmore 
| Cedar Cty e." si Geotge 
Las Vei as EY, 
L z ° * Cajon Pass 


RS; :* San Bernardino 
|^ rae: *San Pedro 


The route through southern Utah 
across Nevada and into southern 
California was known as the Mormon 
Cerrioor. A string of settlements or forts 
along this route provided shelter and 
creiectipn for ihe traveler all the way to the 
fscific Dcean. 
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UTAH IN ISOLATION 


trains, who had rested at Fort Bridger, reached the valley. 

Over two hundred members of the two ill-fated handcart companies 
were buried in frozen graves before they could reach Zion. More people died 
in these two companies than in any other immigrant group in the United 
States. The fault was not in the method of travel, but was the result of a 
combination of many unusual and largely unforseen circumstances. In 


subsequent years the Church sponsored five more handcart companies, and 
each of them arrived in the valley without undue hardship. 


COLONIZATION EXPANDS | 


| 

When immigrants arrived in Salt Lake City, they were usually met as 
they emerged from Emigration Canyon and escorted to a city block named 
Emigration Square. Brigham Young or some other Church leader welcomed 
them, and wards in the city treated them to a well-deserved celebration 
feast. After a few days of being cared for by the local Saints, these new 
arrivals were sent to other communities or were given land and work in the 
Salt Lake City area. Especially in the early years, the immigrants were 
usually assigned a location, often based on a correlation between their skills 
and the needs of the various communities. Between 1847 and 1857, over one 
hundred towns were founded and colonized. 

Following the work of Parley P. Pratt’s Southern Exploring Company in 
1849-50, Church leaders began establishing communities along the 
“Mormon Corridor” on the line of mountains leading southwestwardly 
toward southern California. The first of these were Parowan, an agriculture 
center, and Cedar City, the headquarters of the “iron mission,” both founded 
in 1851. By 1853 nearly all the sites recommended by the Southern Exploring 
Company had been settled. 

_ San Bernardino, in southern California, was also founded in 1851. It was 
designed to serve as a base of supplies and a receiving station near a Pacific 
port. Elders Amasa Lyman and Charles C. Rich of the Quorum of the Twelve 
presided over the colony, which grew to some seven thousand people by 
1857. Plans to bring the European Saints around South America’s Cape Horn 
and through San Bernardino up the Mormon Corridor to Salt Lake City 
never materialized because ships could not be chartered. Some of the Saints 
from Australia, New Zealand, and the South Pacific islands, however, did 
come via San Bernardino. Brigham Young eventually came to doubt the 
wisdom of having such a large center in California. In 1857 members of the 
colony were called home, partly because federal troops were approaching 
Utah and partly because the colony was experiencing internal dissension 
and problems with non-Mormon neighbors. Some residents of 
San Bernardino did not respond to the prophet's direction and remained 
in California. 

The expansion of the settlements was also influenced by missionary 
work among the Indians. Soon after the founding of Cedar City, groups were 
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